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significantly asked Francis whether he had previously
been aware of Nuncomar's design in thus standing
forth as his accuser. Mr. Francis, with hesitation
avowed, that though ignorant of the precise contents
of the letter then read, he knew perfectly, when he re-
ceived it from the Rajah, that it was full of heavy
charges against the Governor General.
Warren Hastings denied the right of the Council to
receive such accusations against him; and the meeting
broke up, as nearly every meeting of Council now did,
in storm and anger, Francis retired to confer with his
accomplice; and, at the very next meeting of the Board,
produced another paper, in which Nunconiar demanded
to be heard before the Council, in support of his previous
allegations. Francis, as usual, carried along with him
Clavering and Monson, thus constituting a majority,
voted against Hastings and Barwell, that the Rajah
should be called in and heard. The Governor General
then said, that although he had no objection to the
majority forming themselves into a committee of in-
quiry, he would not sit as the President of a Council,
to be confronted by such a man as Nuncomar, or to see
the very refuse of the community brought in, tp give
evidence at the dictation of his accuser. Mr. Macauiay
seems to admit that the Governor General could not
have suffered this without betraying the dignity of his
post; and that from persons like Francis, Clavering,
and Monson, who were heated by daily conflict with
him, he conld not expect the fairness of judges. But
even with such rudiments of a legal education as Mr.
Maeaulay may confess to have received, or even without
ever having eaten his commons in an inn of court, this
uncandid writer ought to have seen and stated that the
Members of Council could in no case sit as judges upon
the Governor General, Mr. Barwell spoke of the Su-
preme Court as the proper tribunal before which such
cases ought to be tried; and Mr. Barwell was right in
law and in reason ; but it did not suit Mr* Macaulay's
dialectics to introduce anything that went in favour of
the Court over which my father honourably presided,
and so he says not a word about Mr, BarwelTs propo-
sition.
In spite of that proposition, and the angry protest of